
EQ:  What were the opposing 
feelings of the colonists on declaring 

independence from Great Britain?

Copy the EQ in your notebook on a new page.

Warm Up:  Round Robin Write

As a group create a list of reasons some colonists 
wanted independence from Great Britain and why 

some did not



American colonists who 
supported Great Britain 
and wanted to remain a 

part of Britain

Examples:

Joseph Galloway 

Related Words:

Red Coats

King, British

Colonists

Synonym:  Patriots

Loyalist/Tory



Tories

Careful.  If your were a Tory you 
might suffer at the hands of a Patriot 

mob.

After the war, Loyalists were 
welcomed back into Britain and her 

land. 



Colonists who 
supported 

independence from 
Great Britain. 

Famous Patriots:

Patrick Henry, Paul 
Revere, Sam Adams, 
John Adams, Thomas 
Jefferson, George 
Washington, Ben 
Franklin

Related Words:

Rebel

Traitor

Treason

Independence

Patriots



Patriots

This engraving by Paul Revere in 1774 shows how many Patriots 
felt about how colonists were treated by Great Britain.

A British subject 
forcing tea down 

a woman’s 
throat.

Sword with the 
words “military 

law” written 
across the 

blade.

Boston burning 
in the 

background.



Key People

Patrick Henry of Virginia addressed the House of 
Burgesses in a moving speech imploring them to 

vote to separate from Britain and join the 
Continental Congress.



Joseph Galloway

Galloway was a lawyer from 
Philadelphia and was a 
member of the First 
Continental Congress.  He 
was upset that so many 
members of the Congress 
wanted to sever ties with 
Great Britain.  He made a 
speech to the Congress 
hoping to explain why 
Britain acted as she did and 
why it was important to 
remain loyal to her. 



A Look at Opposing Forces

• Patrick Henry wanted the Continental 
Congress to declare independence

• Joseph Galloway wanted the colonists to be 
thankful to Britain

• Read the excerpts of Galloway’s speech



“Give me liberty or give me death!”

• Let’s listen to Patrick Henry’s speech

• http://www.history.org/almanack/life/politics/giv
eme.cfm

As we listen think about this:

1. What does Henry say Britain has done to the 
colonies?

2. How does he say the King and Parliament have 
reacted to the Congress’ petitions?

3. Listen for persuasive phrases he uses.  

http://www.history.org/almanack/life/politics/giveme.cfm


Galloway’s Reasons Why America 
Shouldn’t Declare Independence

• Read Aloud

• As we read:

1. What does Galloway say Britain did for 
America in 1764?

2. How does he defend Parliament’s passing of 
the acts (Stamp Act)?

3. What does Galloway believe will happen if 
the two countries go to war?



Imagine you’re a colonist…

• What are the pros and cons of going to war 
with Great Britain in the 1770s?  

Pros Cons

Chance to gain independence Britain has a strong army

End of taxes Harsh punishments if they lose

End of martial law (removal of Red 
Coat oppression)

Civil War (American Patriots vs. 
American Loyalists)

Control of government and creation 
of laws

Even higher taxes if they lost the 
war

Control of economy



EQ:  What was the goal of the 2nd

Continental Congress in writing the 
Declaration of Independence?



Text Analysis

• As we read the Declaration of Independence, 
HIGHLIGHT 

– Key words and phrases you hear

– Things we have learned about in the Road to the 
Revolution

– Solutions the colonists propose

• What were some things that you highlighted?



What is the Declaration?

• Look at the format of the declaration
– An introduction

– A body

– Signatures

• What is the declaration?

• IT’S A LETTER!!!!  

• The Continental Congress wrote a letter to King George 
III explaining why they were upset and telling him they 
were no longer going to live under his rule.



Parts of the Declaration

• 1:  The Preamble:  An Introduction

• 2:  Statement of Beliefs

• 3:  List of Complaints

• 4:  Statement of prior attempts to fix the 
problems

• 5:  Declaration of Independence: The 
Conclusion



Preamble

• What reason(s) did the Founding Fathers give 
for their decision to write out a declaration? 

• The time has come to break ties with a 
corrupt government

• God has entitled ALL humans to the right of 
life and happiness and Britain has taken that 
right away



Statement of Beliefs

• What beliefs did the Founding Fathers declare they 
held?

• All men are equal in the eyes of God

• Everyone is entitled to life, freedom, and happiness

• When a ruling government ends those rights, the 
people should break away

• Governments should not be changed for petty reasons

• When a government uses and abuses its people it is 
wrong!

• Great Britain has wronged the colonies in these ways



List of Grievances
• What are 5 complaints?  What are some events 

mentioned?

• 1: He has halted immigration to the colonies
• 2: Refuses to give colonists Representation in Legislature
• 3: Imposes taxes on the people without consent
• 4: Cut off trade
• 5: Deprives the people of trial by jury and declares guilt 
• 6:  Taken away rights of colonial governments
• 7:  He has sent mercenaries (soldiers) to wage war 

• References taxes and the Quartering Act
• References Lexington and Concord



Statement of Attempts to Resolve 
Problems

• In what ways the framers claim to have 
already tried in addressing the complaints? 

• They have sent warnings to  British legislature

• Reminded them of the reasons they are in 
America

• They have tried appealing to British courts and 
judges



Declaration of Independence

• What will change in the colonies as a result?

• They will be free and independent states

• Their allegiance to the crown is done

• They have the power to start war

• Declare peace

• Get allies

• Control their economy



Warm Up:

• Find the Post-It Notes

• Each person gets 3

• On each note, write a complaint you have as a 
teenager and/or as a student at Daniels 

• Add your notes to the poster up front when 
you are done

I don’t 

like….

I hate it 
when my 
parents…

I wish our 

teachers…



Break Up Letter

• Read the Break Up Letter

• What similarities do you see with the DoI?

• How many parts are in the letter?



Mrs. Kreitman’s Declaration of Independence
When in the time of being an educator it becomes necessary for schools to break ties with policy makers and politicians.  

While sometimes they feel their decisions are made in the interest of educators, I feel there are many policies that 
have no business in public schools.  

We are supposed to do what is best for students, but many times decisions are made by those who have never been in a 
classroom.  These policies are meant to hold someone accountable, however they are holding the wrong people soley
responsible for the education of our youth.  When this string of policies becomes too much that a teacher is spending 
more time fulfilling duties than teaching, it is time for the community to make a change. 

They have tested students too many times.
Student data does not take into account outside of school influences. 
Teachers are more than educators and need time to spend on social development and building global citizens.
Teachers are held accountable for the scores of students without consideration of the students’ attitude toward school and 

learning.
Teachers are expected to differentiate lessons for multiple learning levels and abilities in one classroom
Classrooms are overloaded and one on one time is limited.
Policy makers haven’t taken the time to come into schools and see what we do.

Teachers have protested over and over again about these policies. We have held Moral Mondays trying to influence the 
legislature to work with us to make our schools the best they can be.  We have voted in candidates we felt would help 
us achieve our goals.

It is because of these reasons I feel it is time for educators to break away from policy makers and take control of education.  
In doing so we can incorporate tests that accommodate our learners.  We can create personal portfolios for students 
explaining outside forces that have impacted student learning.  We can develop meaningful lessons outside of tested 
curriculum to bring understanding to our students.  

Sincerely, 
Teachers



Brainstorming

• In your notebooks title the page MY DECLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENCE

• Step 1:

• Come up with 3 ideas of independence for yourself 
(Parents, school, coach, homework, bully, social status, 
middle school drama, racial discrimination)

•OR
• Come up with a character(s) who has/have something 

or someone to declare independence from (Harry 
Potter from Voldemort, Cinderella from her step-
family, Cookie from Lucious Lyon, Zane from One 
Direction)



Grievances

• Step 2:

• For each Declaration, come up with 5 
grievances you have with it (or for your 
characters)



Step 3:

• Decide which of your three choices you have 
the STRONGEST declaration for

• Writing your declaration

– Model it after the actual DoI

– Should have 5 parts (just like the break up letter 
and Mrs. Kman’s letter)

– Be sure to sign it at the end!


