
EQ:  How did the Dred Scott 
decision lead to the Civil War? 



Review: Upsetting the Balance



Color Code and Label Your Map



Dred Scott

Summarize Dred Scott’s 
argument: Summarize the Supreme 

Court’s Decision:

How did the Dred Scott Decision INCREASE tensions between 
slave and free states?



Dred Scott vs. Sanford

• Step 1:  Read Dred Scott’s lawsuit 

– Summarize

• Step 2:  Read the Supreme Court’s decision 

– Summarize

• Step 3:  Explain how the decision INCREASED 
tensions between the North and South.  



Dred Scott Decision

• Dred Scott sued Dr. Emerson for his freedom after 
living in Illinois and Wisconsin, free states

• He also sued for the freedom of his wife and children

• The case would decide what were the true rights of 
free blacks 

• The Supreme Court ruled that enslaved and free blacks 
were considered property, NOT citizens 

• This outraged abolitionists!

• The Court also ruled that Congress had no power to 
decide the issue of slavery in the territories



Kansas-Nebraska Act

• Stephen Douglas of Illinois 
proposed that Nebraska be 
divided into two territories —
Kansas and Nebraska. 

• The settlers of the new 
territories would decide (popular 
sovereignty) whether they would 
be slave or free. 

• Southerners supported the act, 
while Northerners felt it was a 
betrayal. 

• Effect: Thousands of pro and anti 
slavery supporters flood Kansas 
to vote and fight for their 
position on slavery 



Bleeding Kansas

• The Act set off bitter violence in the Kansas 
territory. 

• More than 200 people died over the issue of 
slavery. 

• The area became known 

as Bleeding Kansas.

• Anti- and pro-slavery forces

set up rival governments. 



John Brown 
and Harper’s Ferry

• John Brown and a group of abolitionists 
organized a raid on Harpers Ferry, Virginia, a 
federal arsenal. 

• Brown hoped that slaves would come to the 
arsenal and he would then lead a massive slave 
uprising. 

• Brown was unsuccessful and captured. He was 
found guilty of murder and treason and 
sentenced to death.



Boiling Point

• When the nation elects Abraham Lincoln, an 
openly anti-slavery candidate, the South 
secedes (breaks away to form its own nation)


