
Monday November 14, 2016

• Need Warm Up Sheet and Notebook

• Warm Up:  Give 3 examples of events that angered the colonists 
enough to want to rebel against England.  

• Agenda:
• Warm Up

• Good things

• Teacher Notes- key events of rebellion

• Student Activity- igniting the flames of Revolution



Need to know:  
• 1st Continental Congress: Sept. 1774

• Delegates met to discuss mistreatment by Britain and Parliament, and they denounced 
taxation

• “No taxation without representation!”
• Colonists refused to be taxed if they were not allowed to send representatives to Parliament

• “Give me liberty, or give me death!” March 1775
• Words spoken by Patrick Henry at the Virginia Convention encouraging the delegates to 

support raising a militia.  He ended his speech with these words encouraging the people of 
VA to fight.

• Common Sense by Thomas Paine
• A pamphlet which encouraged people to call for independence.  He challenged Britain’s 

authority over the colonies that were diversely populated with people from all over Europe.

• Lexington and Concord >> 2nd Continental Congress
• Fighting had broken out between the Red Coats and colonial militia in Concord, 

Massachusetts. Peace talks were no longer an option. Leaders like Sam Adams, John Adams, 
and Ben Franklin proposed independence



Igniting the Flame 

• Using the information about the 8 causes of the Revolution and the 
“Need to Know” construct an effect timeline of how these events led 
to the Declaration of Independence

• Example:

• F&I War:  to pay for war expenses the King taxed the colonies.  This would 
lead to protests- “No taxation, without representation”



Launch

• “I’m just like my country, I’m young, scrappy, and hungry!”

~A. Hamilton

Non-HW:  As we approach Thanksgiving, we have a lot to be thankful 
for!  Take your index card and write what you are most thankful for.  
These will be displayed so put your name on the back.  

Quiz tomorrow on the CAUSES OF THE REVOLUTION!!!



November 15, 2016

• Quiz!
• Get your notebook and folder, and have a pen or pencil out- clear your 

desk!

• Warm Up:  As the cry for Revolution got louder, what were people’s 
different views of the rebellion?

• Agenda:
• Warm Up
• Good things
• Hamilton: Aaron Burr, Sir and My Shot

• A look at the dreams and views of different Americans



Aaron Burr, Sir and My Shot



Wednesday November 16, 2016

•Warm Up:  What reasons would a person want to 
be a Loyalist?

•Notebook and Lyrics (Make up quiz if you were 
absent)

• Agenda:
• Warm Up
• Good Things
• My Shot!  And Farmer Refuted



Hamilton

• Just met Burr who told him to “talk less, smile more”

• Hamilton hits Burr with “If you stand for nothing what’ll you fall for?”

• My Shot:  the first time Hamilton lays out his plan for his life and 
describes his feelings

• Hamilton sees the Revolution as his way to make a name for himself

• The 3 Friends and what they represent

John Laurens Marquis de Lafayette Hercules Mulligan



My Shot

• What is Hamilton’s shot?  

• Why does he want a revolution? 

• How do Hamilton and Burr differ in their opinions on how to react to 
the rebellions?  

• What opportunities does the fighting in a revolution present to the 
different characters?  



A Farmer Refuted: Loyalists vs. Patriots
Loyalists Patriots

- Wanted to stay loyal to the King
- Afraid of Britain (they were the 

greatest military in the world)
- NYC was headquarters for Loyalists
- Southern farmers and plantation 

owners
- Some business owners
- AKA Tories, Royalists, King’s 

Friends

- Wanted independence

- Sons of Liberty, Whigs, Rebels

- Boston was headquarters

- Educated men who knew 

taxation was wrong

- Ben Franklin, John Adams, 

Thomas Jefferson, George 

Washington, Sam Adams, 

Patrick Henry, and Alexander 

Hamilton



Launch

“I’m just like my country, I’m 
young, scrappy, and hungry!”  



Thursday November 17, 2016

Warm Up:  What was the purpose of the 
political poster to the right?

Need:  Notebook and Glue Stick

Agenda:
Good things
Break Up Letter
Grievances activity
Declaration of Independence
Writing Your Own

Created by Ben Franklin, it showed that 
if the 13 colonies remained divided on 
the issue of independence then the 
colonists would DIE!



Dear Julius…

• 1. Read the letter

• 2. Look at the different parts- what are they?

Introduction

Belief of how a relationship should work

List of complaints

Attempts to fix the relationship

The Break Up

• 3. What is the purpose of this letter?  What 
does it have to do with the Declaration of 
Independence? 



Grievances

• Each table has two different colored sticky notes

• On YELLOW write down one complaint you have about Daniels (don’t 
call out individual teachers)

• On GREEN write down one complaint the colonists had against the 
King

• Post the grievances on the front board



Final straw “Burr, the Revolution’s imminent 
what do you stall for?”
• The colonists had:

• Protested
• Boycotted
• Rebelled
• Pleaded with Parliament

• The British had placed harsh laws and taxes, fired upon the colonists, shut 
down Boston, and refused to hear their pleas for representation

• 2nd Continental Congress meets to write the Declaration and officially sever 
ties with Britain

• All 13 colonies had to UNITE to fight or else the Revolution wouldn’t have 
succeeded



Dissecting the Declaration
• The Declaration of Independence is a 

LETTER to King George III

• It consists of 5 parts
• 1: Preamble- reasons for writing the 

declaration

• 2: Statement of beliefs- how the colonists feel 
a government should rule

• 3: Grievances- complaints about the King and 
his rule

• 4: Statement of trying to fix the problem

• 5: Declaration of Independence



Important Parts 

• When in the course of human events (LIFE)

• It becomes necessary to dissolve the political bands (BREAK APART)

• The separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of 
Nature’s God entitle them (HUMAN RIGHTS)

• We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal and that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of Happiness 



Your turn to declare independence

• 1) Write your own “break up” letter to someone (bf/gf, friend, mom, 
dad, sibling, teacher)

• 2) Write your declaration of independence from an institution 
(school, marriage, social media, racism, expectations, government, 
team, disease or sickness) 

• 3) Write a declaration of independence for a character or historical 
figure (Cinderella from her stepmother, Anne Frank from Auschwitz, 
Will from the Demogorgon, Augustus from Cancer) 



Launch

“I’m just like my country, I’m 
young, scrappy, and hungry!”  



Before we head to the lab:
• 1) Turn in WARM UP and CURRENT EVENT

• 2) Get out Declaration Rough Draft and Rubric
• MUST HAVE:

• The 5 Parts

• 7 Complaints

• How you’ve attempted to fix it

• 3) Going to the lab-
• NO FOOD or DRINK

• Do not TOUCH a computer that isn’t yours

• You need your WCPSS email for Google Docs

• Do not be on websites you shouldn’t be on

• 4) Printed declarations are due at the end of class and share to 
wkreitman@wcpss.net (write this down on your rubric)

mailto:wkreitman@wcpss.net

