
EQ:  Why do we study 
history? 
Learning how to think and read like a historian 
Tuesday August 25, 2015 



Let’s see what you know about US History.   

On your devices: 

Go to:  kahoot.it 

 Type in the GAME PIN number 

Use your 1st name and last initial (Wendy K) 

 

 THIS IS NOT A GRADE!!! 

 It is a pre-test to see what you already know so answer 
honestly and don’t ask someone for the answer.  This is the one 
test it is actually GOOD to get a low grade on  



Why do we study history? 

 With your group discuss why you think we study history 

 Remember to let everyone speak and share their opinion (it’s okay to agree with 
someone and have the same opinion) 

 As a group, come up with your best answer to:  WHY DO WE STUDY HISTORY? 

 Write the answer on your white board 

 

 Share as a class 



So what’s the right answer? 

 Everyone is correct! 

 To learn from our past 

 To not make the same mistakes 

 To understand why the world is the way it is today 

 To know where we come from 

 To understand different cultures 

 To understand relationships between different peoples 

And on and on….. 



The question isn’t why, it’s HOW we study history 

 History is NOT just facts, dates, heroes, villains, dead old men, and wars 

 Knowingly, history is written by the winners, so a LOT is missing 

 Historians use primary and secondary sources to figure out what happened  

 Many times, what we learned isn’t even true!   

 Washington and the cherry tree 

 Strong continental soldiers 

 The great invention of the atomic bomb 



How do we read and think 
like historians?   

- Ask questions 
- Use more than 1-2 sources 
- Think about who is missing from these stories 
- Think about whose point of view it is 
- What is propaganda and is it being used? 
- Inquire, investigate, explore! 



Be sure to bring your spiral 
notebook tomorrow! 



Wednesday August 26:  Getting Started 

 Have out student information sheets to turn in 

 Get out your notebooks 

 On the front write in sharpie: (Picture is just to show you where) 

First and Last Name 

Kreitman SS 

Core ____ 



Creating your TITLE PAGE for US/NC History 

 Your title page should include: 

 Title: US/NC History 

 Pictures 

 Words 

 Dates 

 People  

 Maps 

 You can use mine as a guide- art 
talent is not judged  

 



Creating your ATLAS 

Label and color code WORLD MAP: 

Oceans: Light blue 

 - Artic, Atlantic, Indian, Pacific  

Continents: 

 - North America: Red 

 - South America: Yellow 

 - Europe: Purple 

 - Africa: Orange 

 - Asia: Green 

 - Australia: Navy blue 

 - Antarctica: White (leave blank) 

Equator and Prime Meridian: Trace with RED sharpie and label 

Glue these maps in 
after your title page: 

Page 1:  World Map 

Page 2:  US Map 

Page 3:  NC Map 



Map Skills Review:  

 Directions 

 Legend/Key 

 TITLE 

 Longitude 

 Latitude 



EQ:  What are the 3 regions 
of NC and what are their 
features? 



What do you know about NC? 

 Part 1:  White sheet 

 Round Robin Write 
 Each group member chooses a different 

color writing utensil (don’t use yellow) 
 Starting with Seat 1, write down 

something you know about North 
Carolina 

 Pass the paper to the next person 
 If you get stuck or your aren’t from NC so 

you have no clue what to write, a group 
member can tell you what to write but 
you have to physically write it  

 Take 4 minutes to see how many things 
your group can come up with! 

 Part 2:  Blue Sheet 

 Now take your list and create different 
categories that you can divide the list 
into 
 Examples: Cities, Geographical Features, 

People 

 Share your findings with the class 



3 Regions of North Carolina 

 Label the 3 regions on your NC Map 



Tell us about the regions of NC 

Using your device, the textbook, or personal 
knowledge complete the following for each region 

 3 Physical features  

 3-5 Major cities 

 3-5 Major colleges/universities 

 3 Agricultural products  

 2 major industries/source of economic income 

 3 tourist sites/famous places to visit 

 3 Unique facts (pop culture, people, events) 



Assignment: NC Advertisement  

 Create an advertisement that would influence people to move to NC 

 Must include: 

 Physical description of each NC region (include 2 physical features for each) 

 3 Major Cities per region 

 3 Universities/Colleges in each region 

 One major industry/job opportunity in each region 

 2 Agricultural products from each region 

 4 Other Facts 

 Total: 100 Points 
 

 Poster, Brochure, Essay/Script of commercial 

 



EQ:  What are primary and 
secondary sources and how 
are they used to study 
history? 
Friday August 28, 2015 



March 5, 1770 

 Each group has been given a source that they will analyze to tell a story of what happened on March 5, 
1770 

 Step 1:  Analyze your source 
 What is it? 
 Whose point of view? 
 What does it say happened? 
 When was it created? 
 How was this used? 

 Step 2: Determine what happened 
 Based on your answers to the questions above, form an opinion about what happened that night 

 Step 3: Meet with new group and share your source and your findings 
 What do you notice about each groups’ opinion of what happened? 
 Why are they different? Why are they similar?  Who was right?  How do we figure out what happened? 

 

 Step 4:  Now having ALL the sources, let’s nail down the FACTS. 
 What is the same in at least 3 out of the sources? 



PRIMARY SOURCE 

Definition: 

A source from an eyewitness, someone who 
was there at the time the event took place 

Examples:  

Journals, pictures, videos, interviews, 
newspapers 

Related Words: 

Secondary Sources 

Eyewitness 

First hand account 

Primary Source 



Secondary Sources 

Definition:  

A source created by analyzing and 
using primary sources 

Examples: 

Textbooks 

Encyclopedias 

 

Related Words: 

Textbooks 

Primary sources 

Collections 

 

Secondary Sources 


