
 

Causes of the American Revolution Project 
 

Name: _____________________________ 

Objective:  Students will learn the causes that led the colonists to declare independence from England 

Purpose:  Students will use their research skills to learn what the causes of the Revolution were and the 

effects of each cause that led to declaring independence 

Research:  Students will use a variety of sources (videos, articles, timelines, textbooks) to gather information 

about each cause 

Student Output:  Students will create a paper-based or technology-based presentation about the causes of 

the American Revolution.  The list of causes is provided below.  Students may choose a theme for their 

presentations (Road Map, Footsteps, Timeline, etc.) but the information provided must answer the 

information questions below.   

10 Causes of the American Revolution:  

The French and Indian War 

Proclamation of 1763 

Stamp Act and Sugar Act 

Quartering Act 

Boston Massacre 

Tea Act 

Boston Tea Party 

Lexington and Concord 

Mecklenburg Resolves  

Declaration of Independence 

 Thoroughly answered the 

Informational Questions 

Answered the Informational 

Questions 

Has not answered the 

Informational Questions 

When did the 

event occur? 

Student has included the dates for 

all 10 causes and specific months 

and days are included for events.  

(1 point each for 10 points total) 

10-7 events 

Student has included the year in 

which the events occur but did 

not give specific dates for events.   

6-4 events 

Student has not included 

the years for more than 5 

events.  Student did not 

include the dates of the 

events.  

3-0 Events 

Who was 

involved and 

impacted? 

Student has included specific 

persons involved as well as what 

groups of people were impacted 

by the law, tax, or event.   

(2 points each for 20 points total) 

10-7 events 

Student has included groups of 

people who were involved or 

impacted.  

6-4 events 

Student has not included 

groups of people who 

were involved.   

3-0 Events 

Description of 

the event.   

Student has included a detailed 

description of laws, taxes, and 

events.  

(3 points each for 30 Points total) 

10-7 events 

Student has included what the 

law, tax, or event was, but did not 

go into detail of what the law 

prohibited, what the tax taxed, or 

what happened at the event.  

6-4 events 

Student has not provided 

a description of the law, 

tax, or event. 

3-0 Events   

How did this 

law, tax, or 

event cause 

the colonists to 

want to revolt?   

Student has analyzed the 

information about the law, tax, or 

event and provided an in-depth 

response about its cause of the 

Revolution.  

(4 points each for 40 Points total) 

10-7 events 

Student has provided a basic 

understanding of how this law, tax, 

or event let to the Revolution.  

6-4 events 

Student did not provide 

an answer to how this law, 

tax or event led to the 

Revolution.   

3-0 Events 

Information to Research and Include in Presentation: 

 

1. When did the cause occur?   

Year (Specific date for events) 

2. Who was involved?  Who was impacted? 

(Specific people and groups) 

3. What was it and what did it enforce?   

Give a description of the act or describe what 

happened during the event (Tax/Law/Event) 

4. The effect- How did this act or event lead the 

colonists to want to break away from England?   
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